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Allahabad Bank Enhances Website Security
4 ert o e et and Manageability With System Upgrade
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“With Windows Server 2008 we will achieve a more

Company: Allahatiad Bank

Wb Site: winwsllsnabsdbanicin Integrated and manageable infrastructure. It will
Customer Size: 20,000 also bring us enhanced performance and

Country or Region: India 5 "

tibatiys BAnkinia productivity advantages.

Partner: M Technology Cent i
PImCR Miccaon SR Mr. Shrawan Kumar, GM- IT, Allahabad Bank
Partner Web Site: www.microsoft.com

The Government of India guidelines required Allahabad Bank to

Company Profile shift its Web servers located in US to India. The servers were to be
Allahabad Bank, the oldest public secuor ) . , _ ) .
gank in India. has 2 wide network of . physically located in India. Keeping in view the aspects of the GOI

branches spread across the country.

_ guidelines, Allindia Technologies, which is the website service
Allahabad Bank was established in the

year 1865. In addition to serving provider for the Bank, proposed a seamless process for shifting
domestic customers, Allahabad Bank alsu and hosting of the websites and web contents of the Bank from
provides a wide range of attractive ; ; , :
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ichian leverage Microsoft technologies such as Windows Server 2008 and
Sofbkare And Seniliess S5QL Server 2008 to create reliable and scalable IT infrastructure.

s Microsoft Visual Studio 2008
® 50L Server 2008 . . ;
= Windows Server 2008 Standard most importantly improved security as compared to the

" Microsoft NET Framework 3.5 infrastructure presently used in the Web servers located in the US.

These technologies will provide better manageability, stability and

Hardware

m Dell Power Edge 1955 Blade Serve Business Needs provide general banking, treasury operations
# Quad Core Xeon @ 1.6 GHz Processus and parabanking activities like selling third

® 4GB ECC RAM | 1000 Mbps NIC in India having commenced operations on Agril party products i.e. insurance and mutual

m 7 x 146 GB SAS HDD in RAID-1 24, 1865, The Bank has its haad offics in Kolkats funds etc. The Bank accepts deposits, offers
& Cisco PLX Hardware Firewall loans and provides other financial related

Cn July 19, 1969 the Government of India . S .
nationalized the Bank, along with 13 other services. [he Bank provides short and long

Allahabad Bank 1s the oldest public sector Bank

o marg 'HFCITI'I‘lﬂTIGI"I a W] alh a
Microsoft T, E':-::Zs IEE:;' commercial Banks. As of December 2007 the S Iu_ans tﬂdagrt:cultumL R TaE
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Jisik: 2 Bank's business has crossed Rs.1,10,000 crores industries and other prionty sectors
w'mmmﬂh'cuwmdmm In February 2007, the Bank opened its first

The pnncipal activites of the Bank are to

overseas branch in Hong Kong. At present,
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was often slow, disruptive and required
manual interventions. Also, code
deployment was time consuming and
slowing down development turnarounds for
frequent application upgrades. At the end
of day, data upload was a manual process
with delays and difficulties in the
enforcement of strict timelines. In addition,
maintaining and managing the pervasive
database was becoming a time consuming
and costly affair

"These hmitations forced the requlatory
environment to re-look at the application
architecture,” says Manager, Sahara India
Financial Corporation Limited. "Some of the
other requirements were faster
development turnarounds for the frequent
application changes, simplifying and
streamliming application deployment and
updates.

The application re-engineering 15 bemng
taken up to meet the ever changing
business needs of the group.

Solution

In September 2007, SIFO decided to
upgrade its [T environment to Microsoft
Windows Server 2008, Microsoft SOL Server
2008 and Visual Studio 2008, "We wanted
ta make use of the capabilities of the MNET
Frarework 3.5, says Manager, Sahara [ndia
Financial Corporation Limited. "In addition,
we wanted the new application to make use
of Web services and database replication
for distribution of masters and
centralization of branch data.”

The application will be developed using
Visual Studio 2008 and application
functionality would be implemented using
WCF and WPF technologies. The caompany
will benefit from the rapid application
development environment available while

using Visual Studic 2008, SQL Server 2008
Enterprise Edition will consolidate all the
databases at the head office, and SQL
Server 2008 Express Edition at the
branches.

SQL Server 2008 qualified as an
appropriate technology that would provide
the desired stability, scalability and
performance. Moreaver, the application
keing mission critical, demanded a reliable,
feature rich database that can scale up to
more than 1700 branches. SQL Server’s
Reporting Services will be used for
generating scheduled reports as well as ad
hot reports.

Benefits

Reduced Maintenance

SIFO's new operating system will require
fewer updates than the previous system,
which will result in dramatic time saving
for the company. "Low-touch deployment
and updates will reduce the management
effort and costs,” says Manager, Sahara
India Financial Corporation Limited. The
application will streamline data exchange
between the branches and the head office
including automatic distribution of master
updates from HO to branches, upload of
transaction data to HO, and simplified data
consolidation and availability of reports in
real-time,

Quick and Easy to Deploy

The application will be quick and easy to
deploy even in remote, unconnected
environment because the deployment will
be done through ClickOnce technoalogy.
ClickOnce supports the deployment of
WPF Web Browser Applcations. WPF Web
Browser Applications are hosted in a Web
browser and therefore require special
deployment and securnity settings. Visual
Stucho 2008 will provide appropriate user
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interface and default values for deploying
these applications.

Improved Performance

Developers will now be more productive
and will also be able to solve complex
business problems faster and with less
effort. The use of Visual Studio 2008 wall
accelerate the development of solutions
on Microsoft software and will allow users
to leverage its capabilities as an
application platform, "For example, with
the implementation of the new
infrastructure, four people can develop a
madule in one menth,” says Manager,
Sahara India Financial Corporation Limited.
“Earlier it would have taken much greater
effort and a longer time with the same
number of people.”




